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The charter meeting ol the newly~formed "Society for the
fe-Unltling of Germany", held in Ritter‘s Park Hotel ot

3ad Homburg vor der Hbhe on 21 Janusry 1950, was attended
by about 35 guests, of the 60-0dd who were invited.
Admlssion wes denied to the press;, bul geveral journsliste
were admitted ae private individuale. (Other reporte
indleate that these reporters included Meerstein of dpa
Banmgarten of Frankfurter Allgemeine, and Rudolf Andc%séh,)

The foundinz committee of the Society inecluded the
following.

Chairman: Dr. Andreas Hermes, Chairman of the Bauvernverband,
Tformer Relch Agriculture Minigter.

fwdolf Nadolny, former Ambassador to Russiz.

frriedrich von Fritiwitz-Galffron, former
Ambagsador to the U 8 and now a C8SU leadsr.

Staatssekretir a.b. Dr, Gottleb Binder, Stuttgars.
Professor Below, Cologne University
Wastendor{
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smeng the invited guests who .ebtanded were:
L) i

vrofesesi 7111l Helipach, Heldelberg, former SRagta-
prisident of Boden.

Seeger, Hamburg.

Generaldirektor Hef‘ner, Salsmander Shoe Company,
Stutigart.

von Bllcher, formor Ambassador.
Dy, GHnther Deecksr., formerly in the Reich Foreign Minlsiry.

Dr. Helrnrich L4bke, former Agriculture linisgter cf
North Rnine Westohalla.

Lother 7en Richihofen, reported to be with a Malnz newspaper

Dr. dar:ld Roos, Keonomie Editer of L.w Tag, Berlin
newapapesr foundad by Jakob Kalger.

Prof. Albrecht, iarburg.

1

Zwicknszel, from the <217 gyndlikat.

Prenzel, Kelisyndikat.
Hansen.

Noaeck (not the femous Professor Noackl, a O5U men Irom
Salmbach, Bavirla. .

Pr. Schiugs, Mersonal Eeferent of Dr. Glnther Gereke,
Lower Szxony. griculture llnlister.

Jl4. Steiner, Laubhelnm.

Frau Wilm: M8qkeberg, of the German headqueriers of the
World Mother Hoveament.

Yrnst Lemmer, editor of the Beriin "Kurier" wired that he
gouid noit come.

The fouhdlng coriaittee held preliminary dlecugselons on
riday, 20 Januwery, the day berore the malin meeling, and
Lhe geners!l discussion plsh was formulated.

“ne maln meeting wae opened with an address by Dr. Fernmes,
¢ outlined the aims of the Soclety. He Tirst noted with
ret the unfevorable reaction in Germany and abroad to

¢ Nadolny circ.e meebinge ot larch 1949, The divi len
Germany into Jour zonee, the crowding of abeut 7,500,000
rafugeee inte the estern Zonee, s~nd the lossg of the
sgricultural surpluses in Eagtern Germany led to an

s ntolerable situztion. Only the help supplied by the U &
hiod enabled Wesgiern CGermany 1o survive thus far.
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e splitiing of Gerueny had 1te origin, he g2id, i1 the
Fasiing ouvt belween the Eastern znd estern oCcouroying
wowers and in the unfounded beiief of some of thege |
gowers tned a divided Germeny would be s guarantee of

gourity. ‘The desperate conditien in which Germasny finda
eiself, he etated, was underlined by the difficult’.es
ich the Federal government was Tacing end by the
“impoasible’ happenings in the Bundestag.

Carmes 2Eprassed regred over ihe attlitude of the press
caward hls novement. It was neither netionalistic ner
wolekevigtic, butl merely emphaslzed the belief that the
re-znlting and independence of Gerasny was a prereguisibe
fur the unity of Furope. Since many vrominent men ir
Germeny diezgecclated themeelves from pelitice, 1t was
il the morz neceesary that independent but politically
songelouns wen like this group busy themeelves keeping the
Cermon public and foreign netlone, especially the
Amerlcans, aware of ferman c¢lalims and the German right to
Yive (Lebensrecht;. Thelr gosl was a united Furope, ot
a united Venbern REurope. The great help America was
giving Germany only concealed the resl problem.

To remedy the situation, he proposed that the Soclety ndont
Whe Tollowing program of positive actlon: ‘

Political, economic, and cultural study (Aufklirung)
of internel and extecrnzl affalire, especlally in the
Soviet Zone.

Bxohange of information and experlenses between
Weetern and Fastern Zonec,

Conventicna of sulitable persong.

wo exertion of pressure on pregent political grouny
ar the government. ‘

The Socle%y would not seek to monopolize ite theories,
but would concenirate on spreading the doctrine
thet a united Germany wae the firet step toward
neage in Turope.

Dr. Herzld Roos, economic editor of the peper “"Der Tart,
Berlin, spoke malinly on the economle sltuation in the
Soviet Zone. Hz mentioned the Volkanollizei, the extent

0¥ Sovlet reparations demands, the importance of Berlin’s
aeononle ties with the West. He stressed the importsrce

of lnereasing interzonal trade tc ralse the presently
aarginal living standard of Sovie® Zone workers. After
noting that% the splitting of Germany was initlally

aporoved by the U 5 government under Rocseveld, he stzted
that present U S officials in Germany really wished tc
re-unite the country. The Bonn government, he complained,
ngd no plan for reintegrating the Soviet Zone snd contented
1taelf with zympathy neetings and demonstrstionas. He
sitphesized hls rejection of ithe policies of the Soviet Zone
ﬁgvgrnmentﬂ calliing them identical with the policy of the
FE5
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~Gaffron gpoke on the forelen vwoliey imolications
e movenent. After descriding tho poliiical bar-iers
reing raised between East and West and ghowinz how 1 ioreacad
ie pevved Lo vlerce thege barriers. he returned 3 the
2 united Germzsny wae eggential to Europesn order.
aich zostpcned the re-unltiag of Germany, like
Lning why Atlantic Fact or remilitayizing Germeny. must
s2 avelded. bub at the same Time he rejected Ghe theory of
veuitralization of Germany, as advanced by MNoaek and hig
Manhelm Cirele. IZ neutralization war %o be realized, 1%
irclude all Furocpe, =s & bridge Vetween Tast anc Jeat.
~ewed The Bonn government as s necessary evil. {4 peace
ealy was the 2irst step towerd the re-uniting of Germany.
The »im was to be = united Garmeny in # unlted Europe, he
soncluded, and added the slogeny "The CGerman hesrt ja
indivialbigr.

Af'ter these policy statements by some of the leading
prrtielpante., Dr. Hermes ovensd the discussion pericd.

PBlnder wepan Dy asking how cooveration with the Federal
vernment could best e achleved, and the ensuing discuassion
3 inconclugive ond indefinite.

3
WL

dadolay took the flocy and dealt with gome of the effecta
gl Soviet policy in the Soviet Zone. Russian policy there
nad had the fortunste effect or solidifying the rejection

o7 bolghevism by the entire Germen porulation. Germany wasg

i true bulwark ageinst bolsheviga, but some Western nowers,
eape=ially France, 41d not appreclsiz this and they f1iled to
shape poliey irn support of the atrugsle againet Rugsian
dominstion. Only Ameriss rhowed andarstanding for thig

i he w2nt on. Hie final remerks were a legal analysils
¢y Lhe Oder-Neisse Line, which showed the complede illegality
=¥ the new woundary.

Ix=linigter LlUbke spoke next, deallng with the grave usoecial
tuation in the Soviet Zone. A single currency for 'lpet
and ‘iest was easentlal, even though dumslng practices would
heve to be dealt with. Improvement of conditiong in the
Scvied Zone would slou the flow of refugees into the “Jestern
Zenes end thus improve conditions here.

Frzu lilnkeberg sooke generslily on the neccssity of carryling
the argument to the women of Germany, vwhoss politieal influence
aird ilnherent political neutrality could make them the ideal
sn-betweens tetween communism and capitalism. Her vievs
were recelved with golite but unenthusiassiic applause.

Yon lilchthofen, after relecting all inecinuations that the
fozlety was communistic or na2tioneslietic, eaid thet no
conerete proposals for action could yet be made. Now that
th2 gocle were set, the problem of orgenization had te be
dealt with, He advocated az large organization with more
cosent glane then mere dircueslon. Hermes answered that the
tresent Toclety was only a beginning.

Jr. Sshluss further answered ven Richthofen by saying no
Lavge organization ghould vet be aet up. The Pirst task wasg
L of overcoming public distrust. Digputes on the Oderw
ieee 1ine cuestion would only lezd %o a third World ‘ar,
would be Retter to begln by strengthening Western Gormany
¢ heiping Rastern Germany througn more trade. He rropoged
coeure on officisle in all zenes and encouragement of
enange of press informszticn. He furgher proposad
ocperation with the Nauhetim Cirela, but the agsembled members
@2jected the idea at once. (Note: Schliues represerted Dr.
wereke, Lower Saxony Agrlculture Hinister, ~ho hess often been
vugociated vith movements advoezting cooperrition with ithe

2T done. )
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The final eddvess was made Wy Irofessor Hellpaen of
Igidelbery, who began by guoting the 19th century German
historiaon Treliteschke: ‘"Those who have striven for world
dominatlon have besn thrown at the feet of the world at
lerge by ithe relentlegs power of o just Fate®. He
gummarized the vlolent history of the last sixty years, men=
iciting the Habsburg monarchy, the First World War, and '
the Verss- les Treaty, and noted that today, ihstead of one,
there are three (sie) German Heichs. As to orgasnization,

fie remarked that in difficult times, small groups are

needed for sober and objective considerstion of condlitions.

To clese- the meeting, the charter of the soclety wae read
and a press release glven to reporters. Binder made a
few trivizl remar’g to the assembled newepaper men,

Another meetinp of members was contemplated about two
months hence. |
the next meeting would be a conference oi Lastern and
Western agriculture experts and would teke place in
Goglar on 27 Februcry.) Temporary headquarters of the
Scelety would be in Rhéndorf, where Nadolny realdes.

[Comment ;.

Although the significence of the movement and the -

‘attitudee of membere cannot be judged from one meeting

aleone, it appesred that the members were all anti-communisbie,
although the latent wigh to distinguish between communi »

and the USSR could be felt from some cuarters. On the

whole, the tone of the meeting was also democratic and

ot natlonalletle, at least in the usual senge.

The grous was mede up, beslde the politiclane and
wrofeasors, largely of representatives of businegs, who
in g1l likelShood have thelir own agricultural or
industrizl intereats partly in mind when urging increased
trade with the Soviet Zoune. (No 8PD representativog were
in evidence.} It was rusored that these buginess ecircles

woent iancial support to the meeting. |
| Director Haffrer of the Salamander A. G. as 2

flasncial contributor to the Society.) Hermes is obviously
the mzlnnpring of the movement, and MNadolny, made shy by
the hostile reception he met ir. Weetern Germany last year,
elays mors in the background. ’

In general, the group hopes for some peaceful solution of
the prebvlem of German disunity. It is surmised, for
exsmple, that Poland may be annexed de jure by the USSR and
that the Oder~Nelsse linz may '# given up. All cooperation
with sueh groups as the newly formed Deuteche Reichspartel
would be unnthinkable, members of the group stated.

T gl elgplficence of the Soclety will depend,

on the gklll of its members and the type

oT organizebvion GLhey choose. It could become a meaningless

20litical debaltling elub or an imporiznt politicsl force.
grave csuse Jor mlegiving was the absenge of a youth

¢ ement in the nembership. Hardly any younger people

e presgent.
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25X1 1. _Anothey| . |
' [7Iewed The Bad Homburg convention

25X1 @€ Primarily a meening of the "dissatlsfled Agrarians®.
The lz%ter are very such concernsd sbout the increase
in whe imports of agriculitura) products from We Sern
Europe, especlally because the price of French and
Itallsn food produscts is generally below the German

25X1 domestdic orice level. a definite connec-
tion tetween the overt efforts of Hermes and hilg
"Boueynverband® $o kesp traide with France dovn, some
of the anti-French statements made at Rad Homburg
{al%hcugh not by Hermes himgel®) and the known reluc-
vancs of Feders) Apriculture Hinlster Niklas to
concivde a trads treaty with France. It ghould be
noted that Nikles and Hermes are old friends, that
Herwze: was chalrman of the Food and Agriculture
Committee of the Blzonsl Yirtsehaltsrat, and that
Hermes although he haeg no official position, s3ill
meintzing an office in the bullding of the Agriculture
Minigtry.

Allmagree that the Bed Hombw. g meeting had a
25X1 definlie snti-communist cheraeter. There 18 alao

generel agreement that the Hermes-MNadolny group, as
prezently constituted, intends to eupport generally
the Western German Federation. It may be of inserest
%o note that while the communist prees hae-been
generelly tolerant of Nadolny's activities in the
past, the newly-formed “Soclety for the Re-uniting of
Germany" was sharply denounced, the "Sozlaligtinche
Velkegstimme" (the Communist Party newspaper in Hesse)
claiming that the new organization did nothing but
aplit again the national German forces in order to
prevert the “National Front" from being success’ul.
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